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“Today a reader, tomorrow 

a leader.” 

~ Margaret Fuller 
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Make books special — Turn books and 

reading into something special by taking 

your kids to the library, helping them get 

their own library card, reading with them, 

and buying them books as gifts. Have a 

favorite place for books in your home, or 

even better, put books everywhere! 

Get them to read another one — Find 

ways to encourage your child to keep pick-

ing up another book. You could introduce 

your child to a book series or to a second 

book by a favorite author. Ask teachers, 

librarians, and others for recommendations 

that match your child’s interests and read-

ing level. 

Are we there yet?—Use the time spent in 

the car for wordplay. You can talk about 

how jam means something you put on toast 

as well as cars stuck in traffic. How many 

other homonyms can your child think of? 

When kids are highly familiar with the 

meaning of a word, they have less difficulty 

reading it. 

First drafts are rough— Give your child 

encouragement when he or she is doing 

homework or a writing assignment. Remind 

your child that writing involves several 

steps like planning, composing an initial 

draft, revising, and final editing. No one 

does it perfectly the first time. 

Parent Tips 

 For Reading 
 at Home 

http://www.pbs.org/launchingreaders/
parenttips.html 

Reading text at increasingly higher levels is an expectation of 

the Common Core State Standards.  “Common standards 

ensure that every child across the country is getting the best 

possible education, no matter where a child lives or what 

their  background is. The common standards will provide an 

accessible roadmap for schools, teachers, parents and 

students, with clear and realistic goals.”   

-Gov. Roy Romer, Senior Advisor, The College Board 

“Parents are a child’s first 

and most important 

teacher.” 

~Ran and Ramey  

Looking Forward… 

 
What are characteristics of Level U and V 
Readers? 

At levels U and V, readers process the full 
range of genres. They automatically adjust to 
different genres and use genre characteristics 
to support comprehension. Most reading is 
silent; fluency and phrasing in oral reading is 
well established. Readers may encounter 
some abstract special forms of literature, such 
as satire. 
 
What are characteristics of Level U and V 
texts? 
Many books at Levels U and V focus on the 

problems of preadolescents. Many ideas and 
themes require understanding of cultural di-
versity and some themes present mature is-
sues and the problems of society (e.g., ra-
cism, war). Many texts focus on human strug-
gles (e.g., hardship, loss, economic issues). At 
these levels, interpretation of characters is 
essential to understanding the theme. The 
characters are multidimensional and develop 
over time, requiring inference to understand 
how and why they change. These texts em-

ploy the full range of literary devices  
(flashback, stories within stories, symbolism, 
figurative language). 



What is Guided Reading? 
Guided Reading is a highly effective form of small-

group instruction developed by renowned reading 

researchers, Fountas and Pin-

nell. Based on assessment, 

the teacher brings together a 

group of readers who are 

similar in their reading devel-

opment. The teacher supports the reading in a way 

that enables students to read a more challenging 

text with effective processing.  

What are Guided         
Reading Levels? 
Guided Reading Levels reflect 

a continuum of levels from A-

Z (grades K-8). Teachers con-

tinuously progress monitor students to see how 

they’re moving along the reading continuum. 

What are characteristics of Level R,S,T    
Readers? 
At levels R,S,T, readers will process the full range 
of genres. They use text features to support com-
prehension. Readers understand perspectives other 

than their own, and understand settings and peo-
ple far distance in time and space. They can take 
apart multisyllabic words and use a full range of 
word solving strategies. They search for and use 
information in an integrated way, using complex 
graphics and texts that present content requiring 
background knowledge. 
 
What are characteristics of Level R,S,T texts? 
Books at Levels R,S,T are longer with many lines of 
print on each page, requiring readers to remember 
information and connect ideas over a long period 

of time (as much as a week or two). Complex fan-
tasy, myths, and legends offer added challenge 
and an increased use of symbolism. Readers are 
challenged by many longer descriptive words and 
by technical words that require using embedded 
definitions and readers’ tools such as glossaries. 

Books Kids Love 

Level R 

The Family under the Bridge by Natalie Carlson 

Fig Pudding by Ralph Fletcher 

Fire in the Sky by Candice Ransom 

Flight by Robert Burleigh 

Flying Solo by Ralph Fletcher 

Freaky Friday by Mary Rodgers 

Freedom Crossing by Margaret 

Clark 

Frindle by Andrew Clements 

Gentle Annie: the True Story of a Civil War Nurse 

by Mary Shura 

The Girl-Son by Anne Neuberger 

The Great Kapok Tree by Lynne Cherry 

Hatchet by Brian Paulsen 

Level S 

Dorothea Dix: Social Reformer by Bar-

bara Witteman 

Eleanor by Barbara Cooney 

The Flying Flea, Callie, and Me by Carol and Bill 

Wallace 

Fossil Fuel Power by Josepha Sherman 

From the Mixed-up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frank-

weiler by E.L. Konigsburg 

Geothermal Power by Josepha Sherman 

The Good Master by Kate Seredy 

The Grand Escape by Phyllis R. Naylor 

How Many Days to America? by Eve Bunting 

Books Kids Love 

Level T 

The Black Stallion by Walter Farley 

Blubber by Judy Blume 

Bud, Not Buddy by Christopher Paul Curtis 

The Burning Questions of Bingo Brown by Betsy Byars 

The Children of Green Knowe by L.M. Boston 

Cut from the Same Cloth by Robert San Souci 

Danny, the Champion of the World by Roald Dahl 

The Double Life of Pocahontas by Jean Fritz 

The Forgotten Door by Alexander Key 

George Washington’s Socks by Elvira Woodruff 

The Girl Who Chased Away Sorrow by Ann Turner 

Parental Caution! 

Books at the upper guided reading levels ad-

dress sophisticated and often mature themes. 

Even though some accelerated readers are able 

to read these levels in the early grades, the con-

tent of these books may not be appropriate for 

very young children. Always preview the books 

your child is reading and monitor the storyline. 

Our goal is not to race readers through the lev-

els, but rather to allow advanced readers to 

delve more deeply into each level along the way 

so the books they are reading parallel their so-

cial-emotional development. 

Parents’ Guide to Guided Reading Levels R,S,T 

Young readers 
must spend time 
interacting with 
texts that are 
“Just Right” for 
them. 

Kids can relate to the 
adventures of Andrew 
Clements’ characters. 


